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A modernist suffering from the ambient
agnostic atmosphere of his time denies what
he calls the " historical" Resurrection of Our
Lord, Yet he insists on the spiritual value
(or spiritual truth as he will even call it) of the
Resurrection. He ends by the absurdity that
there are two truths; one the truth that a thing
actually happened, and the other the truth
that whether it happened or not does not count
so long as it creates a pleasing emotion, to
which he falsely attaches the word " truth."
Perhaps the most famous sentence of all that
Pascal wrote is also the shortest example of this
kind of thing. That sentence runs as follows:
" The heart has its reasons of which the head
knows nothing." This is perilously near to
saying that emotion is certain of things which
reason contradicts.
Both men were great mathematicians, Des-
cartes much the greater. Both men were remark-
able writers, Pascal much the greater. From
Pascal you may say comes the whole habit of
clear modern prose writing; and from Descartes
comes the whole business of analytical geometry
and the theory of the calculi, differential and
integral.
The process" whereby each of these men
attained the position he did was very different
in either case. Descartes approached the problem